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FIRST MEETING OF PACIFIC SOUTHWEST 
~RLON 


On February 25 and 26 on the Campus 
of the College of the Holy Names, Oak- 
land, California, the first meeting of 
the Pacific Southwest Region was held. 


The extensive planning for the meeting 
was under the direction of Mrs. Burdette 
S. Fitzgerald, Regional Director, 
assisted by Irene E. Branen, College of 


the Holy Names; Stuart Bennett, University 


of San Francisco; Charles Evans, 

St. Mary's College; Dennis Garrehy, 

St. Mary's High School; Mary Louise 

Ma jeski, San Francisco Catholic Theatre 
Guild; Yale Meyer, St. Mary's College; 
Virginia Byrne, College of the Holy 
Wames; Laura Miller, Holy Names Central 
High School, and Helena Schmiedeler, 
San Francisco College for Women. 


Mrs. Fitzgerald, Chairman of the 
General Session opened the Conference 
Saturday morning at 10 o'clock. Greet- 
ings of welcome were extended the 
delegates by Rev. James N. Brown, PhD., 
Superintendent of Schools, Archdiocese 
of San Francisco; Sister M. Rose Emman- 
uella, President of the College of the 
Holy Names, and Mr. Joseph F. Rice, 
President of the Catholic Theatre Con- 
ference. The address of the General 
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CENTRAL REGION FESTIVAL 





The Second Annual La Crosse Play 
Festival for Catholic High Schools was 
held at Aquinas High School, La Crosse, 
Wisconsin on February 18, 1950. Sister 
Marie Leon, the Unit Chairman, who helped 
promote, organize and acted as hostess to 
the participating groups deserves special 
praise for her excellent work. 


John T. Dugan now Head of the Speech 
Department of U. of Minnesota, a Fordham 
alumnus and graduate of the Catholic 
University of America Drama Department 
was the Critic-Judge. 


The Festival began with Holy Mass at 
the Aquinas Chapel with Reverend J. 
Kundinger as celebrant, who later ex- 
tended welcome greetings to the partici- 


pants. 


The morning session was happily begun 
with the presentation of Rostand's THE 
ROMANCERS directed by Sister Marie Leon. 
The second production was OVERTONES 
presented by St. Mary's Academy of 
Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin and directed 
by Mrs. George Doll. Next was Edgewood 
High School's production of WHEN THE 
WHIRLWIND BLOWS, directed by Sister M. 
Angela 0O.P. The final selection of the 
morning was SISTERS UNDER THE SKIN 
directed by Imogene Holliday Meinert of 
Sacred Heart School of Waterloo, Iowa. 


After lunch Campion Jesuit High School 
of Prairie du Chien offered BOX AND COX, 
directed by Mr. Robert Purcell, S. J. 
This was followed by (Cont'd. page 2) 





NORTH PACIFIC REGION - SPOKANE, WASH. 





In the North Pacific Region, schools 
of the Spokane area gave their first 
Play Festival at cliff High School, 
Spokane - February loth. The Unit 
Chairman of this area, Sister M. Stilla 
was responsible for arrangements. The 
Rev. Anthony J. Juliano of Central 
Catholic High School, Portland and 
Chairman of the North Pacific Region 
acted as Critic-Judge. The festival 
opened with Holy Mass in Marycliff 
Chapel with Father Juliano as cele- 
brant. After registration, Marie 
Verna and Pauline Thompson, Marycliff 
Thespian representatives welcomed the 
delegates and presented the Critic- 
Judge, Father Juliano. The festival 
was formally opened with the prayer 
to St. Genesius, Patron of Actors by 
all delegates. 


During the morning the following 
plays were presented: OVERTONES by 
Holy Names Academy of Spokane with 
Mrs. W. R. Sleeth, director; THE 
HAPPY JOURNEY by the Academy of the 
Immaculate Heart, Couer d'Alene, 

Idaho, directed by Mrs. Victoria 
Boughton, and a CROWN FOR MARY by 
Notre Dame Academy, Colton, Washington, 
directed by Sister M. Miriam. 


The plays presented after luncheon 
were; WHITE IRIS, by St. Joseph 
Academy, Sprague, Washington, directed 
by Sister Mary Carmel: THE DREAM- 
SLAYERS by Gonzaga High School, Spokane, 
With Mr. John A. Fitterer, S. J. 
director: and WHITE QUEEN, RED QUEEN by 
Marycliff High School, Spokane, directed 
by Sister M. Stilla. 


While the delegates enjoyed a social 
hour, the directors had a Panel 
Discussion, Mr. John A.Fitterer, S. Jd. 
acting as chairman. Sister Matilda 
Mary of Holy Names College discussed 
The Principles of Acting, Father Leo 
Yeats, S.-J. demonstrated Effective 
Lighting, and Father Juliano spoke on 
the Catholic Theatre Conference. 


At 4:30 p.m. His Excellency, Bishop 
White of Spokane delivered an address 
to the group. The festival closed 
with Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament. 
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CENTRAL REGION FESTIVAL (Cont'd.) 





Sister M. Modesta's production of 
WALLFLOWERS from St. Joseph Academy, 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin. The final 
entry in the festival was CHARLEY'S 

AUNT directed by Sister M. Janet,0.S.B. 
of St. Patrick's High School, Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin. The program was concluded 
with an address by the Most Reverend 
John P. Treacy, S.T.D. Bishop of 

La Crosse. Comments by the Critic-Judge, 
vn John T. Dugan, were made after each 
piay. 


In the evening all the delegates were 
invited to attend the Mardi Gras in the 
Aquinas Gym. 


Congratulations to all those who 
helped make the La Crosse Play Festival 
such a grand success. 


HHHHH HE * 
CONFERENCE MEMBERSHIP 


High Schools. ... 
College ..«ec+ee 





Universities .. oe 13 
Community Theatres ‘ ° 27 
Cikee"Be 0.6 0 6 ; 16 
Women's Clubs ; 4 
Boys’ Club. . ; 1 


Parish Groups 
Seminaries. . 
Newman Club. 
School of Nursing 
Settlement House. 
Libraries .. 
Honorary Life Members 
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Individual Members. . ° 119 
TOTAL 531 
| 
Included among the above are: 
Canadian Members 16 
Other Countries 5 
(France, Australia, Germany, 
Scotland, Cristobal, Canal Zone) 
Sustaining Members 14 


The above listing is published with 
the hope that it will indicate to our 
members new sources of prospective 
membership. Perhaps you know a Newman 
Club, a Parish or a C.Y.0. which might 
be interested in the Catholic Theatre 
Conference. 
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CROSS COUNTRY CIRCUIT 





Conn., Putnam Catholic Academy presents 
DE ROSEMOND HOUSE, 
Feb. 19. 


West Hartford, Mt. St. Joseph 
Academy, EAGER HEART, A Christ- 
mas Mystery play. 
Fla., Miami, Barry College, MURDER IN 
THE CATHEDRAL, late March. 
Illinois, Alton, Marquette High School 
“Wi SHOOK THE FAMILY TREE, Feb. 1 
& 17. 
Chicago, DePaul University Little 
Theatre, THE GENTLEMAN FROM 
ATHENS, beginning Feb. 1, David 
B. Itkin directed. 
Immaculata High School, LIFE WITH 
MOTHER , es ~ ll. i 
Indiana, Whiting, St. John Drama Club, 
ee doit OF Me SCAFFOLD, March 18. 
St. Meinrad's Abbey, HENRY IV. 
The University Players, MUCH ADO 
ABOUT NOTHING, Jan. 28. 
Catholic Theatre of Cedar Rapids, 
GENTLEMAN FROM ATHENS , 
"forthcoming." 
Kansas, Atchison, Mount St. Scholastica 
Academy, MURDER IN A NUNNERY 
Jan. 27, Sister M. Leona, 0.8.B. 
directed. THE YOUNG AND FAIR, 
Feb. 19 & 20. 


Kansas wah Ward High School 
Y IT WITH YOU, 
Dec. 4, 6, 7. Director, Sister 
Mary Jovita. 
Wichita, Sacred Heart Academy 
and College ALICE IN WONDERLAND, 
Feb. 24 - 26. LARRY, end of 
March. 
es » Catholic Theatre Guild of 
orthern Kentucky, KNICKERBOCKER 
HOLIDAY, fall. DESERT SOM, 
Jan. 20 - 22, 
Louisville, Catholic Theatre 
Guild, Annual PASSION PLAY, 
March 11 and 12. 
Mass., Boston Catholic Theatre, A VOICE 
» week of Feb. 5. 
Boston College Dramatic Society, 
ROOM SERVICE, Dec., MACBETH, 
Feb., LILIOM, April 28. 
Cambridge, Matignon High, A 
PED IN SILENCE, Dec. 
New Bedford, The Catholic Theatre 
Guild, THE FIRST LEGION, 
directed by Wm. H. Dimock. 


Iowa , 














Mich., Detroit, Girls Catholic High 
chool, THE YOUNG AND FAIR, 
Feb. 12 & 13. 
University of Detroit, PAPA IS 
ALL, mid-Nov. Workshop production 
of OTHELLO, Dec. 

Minn., Cold Spring, St. Boniface H. S. 
SONG SCAFFOLD, March. 
Duluth, The College of St. 
Scholastica, THE CHRISTMAS STORY, 

St. Luke's Gospel, sections of 
A Woman Wrapped in Silence," and 
excerpts from the Nativity 
liturgy) told in tableaux and 
choral speaking. COME TO THE 
COUNTY FAIR, a series of original 
skits and dances. 

St. Cloud, Cathedral High School, 
CITY OF KINGS, March, four 
performances. 

St. Joseph, College of St. 
enedict, GOD LOVES HUMANITY, 
dance and pantomime, Dec. 19. 
SONG OF THE SCAFFOLD, April 20. 
St. Paul, Derham Hall H. S. 
STARDUST 


College of St. Catherine, JENNY 

KISSED ME, Feb; Original Musical, 

Apr; College Drama Festival, 

May; MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING 

(C.U. Players) Jan. 13. 

Winona, St. Teresa's College, 
SED ME. 

Missouri, St. Louis University, RALPH 
ROISTER DOISTER, Dec; SONG OF 
THE SCAFFOLD, Mar; Annual Orig- 
inal Musical beginning Apr. 27. 

New Hampshire, Manchester, St. Anselm's 
College, EL, Dec. 14, 
First play in four years. The 
Dramatic society, Sigma Alpha 
Delta Players, has been revived 
by Rev. Thos. I. Flaherty, 0.S.B. 

New Jersey, Jersey City, The Gothic 
Players o cred Heart Church, 
THE FAR OFF HILLS, March 16. 

St. Peter's College, MACBETH, 
directed by Robert Emerich, 
April 27, 28, 29, 30. 

Orange, Our Lady of the Valley 
Tigh School » LITTLE NELLIE 
KELLY, late April. 

New York, Kenmore, Mount St. Mary, early 
Feb. production of THE JOYOUS 
SEASON. 

Laudonville, Siena College 
Coventry Players, THE BETRAYAL, 
March 23, 2h & 26. 

(Cont'd. next page) 




















New York, New Rochelle, College of 


Ohio, 


Oregon, 


Okla., 


Penna., 


ew Rochelle, CITY OF KINGS, 


March 15. 
New York City, Fordham Univ. 
Theatre, Thr COMEDIAN, direct- 
ed by Edgar L. Kloten, Feb; 
THE JESUIT-INTER-C OLLEGIATE 
FESTIVAL, March; New York 
Premiere, Saroyan's RAZZLE 
DAZZLE, Penthouse Theatre, 
April 27-30, May 4-7 
Genesian Guild, PAPA IS ALL, 

verdale. 
Madonna House, STARDUST, Apr. 
director, Rudy Fazzioli. 
St. Walburga's Academy, I 
REMEMBER MAMA, April. 
White Plains, Good Counsel 

ollege, G OF THE SCAFFOLD, 
Kenneth McGinn, director. 
Cgdens ture St. Mary's Cath- 
edra yers, OUTWARD BOUND. 
Cincinnati, Our Lady of Cin- 
cinna Ollege, Edgecliff 
Players, ALICE SIT BY THE FIRE, 
Dec. 10, ll, 12. 
Blackfriars, JENNY KISSED ME. 
Dayton, Blackfriars, ICEBOUND 

rehearsal. 
Cleveland, Lourdes Academy, 
T OF THE MADONNA, 

Dec.; MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING 


(C.U. Players) Nov; ST. PATRICK © 


PROGRAM, March; SEVEN SISTERS, 
Easter Week. 

Toledo, Mary Manse College, St. 
Ursula Scholarship Association 
sponsored Catholic University 


Players' MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING. 


Maryhurst College, SONG AT 
THE SCAFFOLD & BARBER OF SE- 
VILLE. TRAIN RIDE, one-act 
play by Robert N. Porter for 
Linfield College Drama Festi- 
val. 

Portland, Central Catholic H.S. 
K YOUNG MAN'S FANCY, May 7, 8. 
Immaculata Academy, PRIDE AND 
PREJUDICE, Feb. 15 & 16. 

St. Mary's Academy, THE YOUNG 
AND FAIR. 

Okarche, Holy Trinity High 
School, OUR HEARTS WERE YOUNG 
AND GAY, April 23. 

Dallas, College Misericordia, 
SONC AT THE SCAFFOLD, Feb. 
Phila., La Salle College, 
AMBITION SHOULD BE MADE, an 
original, Nov. MACBETH, 


Jan. 11 - 14. THE TIDINGS 
BROUGHT TO MARY, first week- 
end in March. 
Philopatrian Theatre Guild 
BROTHER ORCHID, Jan 12 - 14; 
THE WINSLOW BOY, Feb. 16 - 
18; An original manuscript, 
April 13 - 15; play to be 
announced for May ll - 13. 
Southeast Catholic High 
School, TONS OF MONEY. 
Scranton, The University of 
Scranton, THE TEMPEST, Nov. 
South Dakota, Yanktown, Mount Marty High 





School, TO LUCERNE, 
Feb. 133 GOOD KING WENCESLAS, 
Dec. 15. 


Utah, Salt Lake ae! Catholic 
eatre, S IN RETIREMENT 
Nov. 4; TIDINGS BROUGHT TO 
MARY, Lenten production. 
Director, Chester K. Dowse. 
Washington, Spokane, Marycliff H. S. 
COTE SONG, Apr. 15 and 16. 
West Virginia, Wheeling, St. Joseph's 
Academy , H ADO ABOUT NOTH- 
ING, (C.U. Players), Feb. 6. 
Green Bay, Central Catholic 
P T, Dec. 10 & ll. 
Madison, Blackfriars, MUCH 
ADO ABOUT NOTHING, Jan, 
(C. U. Players.) 
Milwaukee, Holy Angels 
ogg LADY OF FATIMA, 
Mar. 24, 


Mount Mary College, THE YOUNG 
AND FAIR, Nov. 20 & 2l, 

St. Peter's Drama Club, HOOS- 
IER SCHOOLMASTER, Nov; BOBBY, 
an operetta, Feb. le. 


Washington, D.C., Trinity College, 
IN WONDERLAND, Dec. 4 


and 5; WHY THE CHIMES RAN, 
Dec. 17. 

Catholic University, ROMEO 
AND JULIET, directed by 

Dr. Bardos visiting professor 
and director from Hungary; 
THE REAL MC COY, an original 
by John Finch, directed by 
Alan Schneider, sets and 
lights by Jo Mielziner. 








Wisc., 


Canada, Montreal, St. Genesius Guild 


yers, JENNY KISSED ME, 4 
performances; Touring to 
St. Aloysius and St. Ignatiu. 
of Loyola parishes. 
Director, Mary O'Hagan. 














NEW POLICY 





In response to a number of requests 
for a column devoted to information 


other than news and membership activities, 
we are happy to inaugurate with this issue | 


a series of articles devoted to theatre 
history and production problems. Remember 
the life of this column will depend upon 
your co-operation, so if you know some 
aspect of production of interest to the 
other members, write it up and send it in 
to us. 


The first in our series was submitted 
by Ellen C. Muldoon, Publicity Director 
of The Catholic Theatre Guild of 
Louisville ... 


PASSION PLAY 





Christian traditions of Lent extend 
even to the drama. Throughout the 
centuries the presentation of a Passion 
Play has helped actors and audiences of 
many lands draw inspiration and a deeper 
realization of the events commemorated 
by the holy season which begins on Ash 
Wednesday and extends until Easter. 


In the middle ages Christian drama 
solved the practical problem of bringing 
religion to unlettered peoples. Talented 
clergymen were the original authors of 
these Gospel tableaus first performed in 
the churches. Music was an inseparable 
part of these early medieval plays. 


When the productions became too 
elaborate and worldly for the churches 
they moved outside into the open air. 
Because the plays usually revolved around 
events in Christ's life and sought to 
include a moral lesson, they became known 
as miracle or mystery plays. 


In England the perpetuation of these 
plays was taken over by the workers’ 
guilds - each group being assigned a 
scene. Thus the bakers presented the 
story of the Last Supper and the wood- 
cutters the Way of the Cross. Wagon- 
type stages were employed by the English, 
and the crowd moved on as the play 
progressed. 









In France, however, many towns took 
over the responsibility of the plays. 
Many cities gained fame for their 
versions of a particular event in the 
life of Christ. 


In 1634 the villagers of the Tyrolean 
city of Oberammergau, remembering the 
bubonic plague which swept throughout 
Europe in the fourteenth century, 
solemnly vowed to present a passion 
play at ten-year intervals if their 
village would be spared the Black Death 
again ravaging the continent. 
Oberammergau mercifully was spared. 


Faithfully since that time, the 
cycle broken only by world war, the 
residents have enacted the drama of the 
Passion following closely the Gospel 
account of St. Matthew. The entire 
village is involved in the presentation 
which numbers over 600 performers. 


While the Passion Play of the Catholic 
Theatre Guild of Louisville does not 
have a long history it is well known 
locally. The cast of over 75 is richly 
costumed, and the simple, stylized sets 
furnish an unobtrusive setting for this 
most famous of all stories. Appropriate 
luturgical background music sets the 
mood for this religious pageant. 


NORTH PACIFIC REGION (Cont'd.) 





More than 475 delegates attended from 
Sprague, Colton, Couer d'Alene, Portland 
and Spokane. 


At 8 p.m. Gonzaga University acted 
as host to the delegates and presented 
the three-act comedy, JENNY KISSED ME, 
The cast was composed of members of the 
Little Theatre group directed by Father 
Leo Yeats, S. J. 


Special thanks are due Sister M. 
Stilla acting as Unit Chairman and 
Marycliff High School who played hostess 
to the seven schools participating. 








PACIFIC SOUTHWEST REGION (Cont'd.) 





Session was given by Dr. J. Fenton 
McKenna of San Francisco State College 
the subject. matter being "Whither? 
Why? When?" 
was Maurice E. Pilares, Oakland Com- 
munity Players. 


The various panel discussions cover- 
ing different phases of Theatrical 
business and its problems were directed 
and participated in by the following: 
Procedures in Directing: Chairman - 
Dennis Garrehy of St. iy ‘'s H.S. and 
participated in by Barbara Horder, 

Yale Meyer, Mary Jane Arrabit, and 
Joseph F. Rice. 


Current Problems in Scene Design: 
Chairman - Stuart Bennett, University 
of San Francisco and participated in 

by Wendell Cole, Jan Mauser, Arch 
Lauterer, Waldemar Johansen and 

John Gili. 

Values of Acting: Chairman-Laura Miller 
participated in by Brother Dunstan, 
C.S.C., Long Beach; Eric Feldary, 
Walter de Faria and Paul Ellison. 





The "New Look” in Play Selection: 
Chairman-Helena Schmiedeler, San 


Francisco College for Women, and 
participated in by Cyr McMillan and 
Warren Conlin. Also included in this 
panel was a costume demonstration with 
models from the Tower Players. 
O~ganizing Theatre in the Community: 
Ghateman test Morrison, University of 
California at Los Angeles, and parti- 
cipated in by Wood Soanes, dramatic 
critic of the Oakland Tribume; Rollie 
Jones, James Murray. 

The Student Looks at Acting: 

Chairman rles Evans, St. Mary's 


College, and participated in by students | 
Jack Garbutt of the Univ. of California, : 


Jud Holstein of the Univ. of San 
Francisco, and Eleanor Winkenbach of 
the College of the Holy Names. 
Production of Classical 
Chairman-Yale Meyer, 
and participated in by Guy Montgomory 
and Robert Eley. 


Opportunities in Actin Chairman- 
Mary Louise Ma jeski _ participated 





Jr. (Ina Claire), Vincent Harris and 
Elizabeth Berryhill. 

The a S pytadren s Theatre: pre- 
sented “P r produced 
by the stalaats of Berkeley High School 
and directed by Florence Schwimley. 
Mrs. Stephen Jensen, President of the 


Secretary for this session | 


Plays: : 
. College, 


in Paul “speegie, Mrs. Wm. R. Wallace, | 


East Bay Children's Theatre was the 
chairman of this offering. 


The first day's session came to a 
close with a Tea for the delegates in 
The College Parlors, the students, mem- 
bers of the Masquers of the College of 
the Holy Names acting as hostesses. 


ft 8 o'clock Saturday evening in the 

Campus Auditorium of Immaculate Heart 
College, Los Angeles (Les Jonggleurs 

de Notre Dame) presented a one-act play 

"SIX QUEENS OF HENRY” by Marjorie Price. 
The San Francisco Catholic Theatre Guild 
offered a one-act play MANNIKIN AND 
MINNIKIN by Alfred Kreymborg, directed 
by Mary Louise Majeski. 


The second day of the Conference 
opened with the celebration of Holy Mass 
in the college Chapel. 


A technical demonstration with Mary 
Lu Papousek, College of the Holy Names, 
as Chairman, started the official 
business of the day. Leslie Carter of 
the Banner Play Bureau gave a make-up 
demonstration which was followed by 
lighting effects presented by Carlton 
Schamel of the Associated Lighting 
Service. 


At 11 o'clock Mrs. Fitzgerald in- 
troduced Boyd Smith of Yale University 
who represented the American National 
Theatre and Academy and Hubert Heffner 
of Stanford University who addressed 
the delegates on the National Theatre 
Assembly. Thomas Brooks Faunce of the 
Children's Theatre of Santa Barbara 
officiated as secretary. 


The Conference closed with a one-act 
play THE CATHEDRAL by George Lowther 
which was presented by St. Mary's College 
and directed by Yale Meyer. Secretaries 
who covered the various panel discussions 
were Betty Wells Bennett, Claire Winant, 
Alvera Wilmes, Aileen Carissimi, Mary 
Gilpatric, Annamarie Vierra, Ann 
Kuklinski and Cyr McMillan. 


Congratulations to Mrs. Burdette S. 
Fitzgerald, her assistants, the guest 
speakers and delegates whose interest 
and cooperation made the First Meeting 
of the Pacific Southwest Region such 
a huge success. 
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NOTES AND COMMENTS 


St. ype te School, Cold 
Spring, ac as host 


to the "North foment Region's Play 
Festiva pr ements are 
being handled by Sister M. Michaela, 
0.S.B., director at that school. The 
Critic-Judge will be Sister Charitas, 
North-Central Region Chairman. 


The Chevron Players of ay 
Seeesy, Monroe? Michigan eir 
annual Play Festival Gastonins 
March 4th. Forty minute cuttings of 
three comedies and three tragedies of 
Shakespeare were chosen for production. 


Famed actor-writer-director Eddie 

Dowling acted as emcee when Station 
- FM_of Fordham University in- 

augurated its new children’s rice 
revue on Saturday, February 4 at 
10:15 A.M. Comate *Boswell, Ethel Waters 
and Arthur Godfrey are among the head- 
liners who have been invited to emcee 


subsequent shows. Productions are under 
the supervision of Mr. Wm. Coleman. 


The Dramatist Play Service, Inc., 
New York City have released THE HEIRESS 
in States mostly in the Middle an 
Far West and the South, though else- 
where there are sections where it may 
be released. If you're planning such 
@ production be sure you check first 
with their office for a clearing in 
writing. 





Enthusiasm and cooperation has made 
this a year of good record and progress 
for the Blackfriars Guild of Dayton, 
Ohio wi ev. on: er as 
Moderator. They have inaugurated a 
successful season ticket project and 
@ one-act play activity which has in- 
troduced the Guild to various Civic 
groups, Religious Societies, P.T.A.'s, 
and Charitable institutions. Already 
they are hard at work on plans for 
next season. Their goal - to discover 
talent and train leaders in the various 
branches of the theatre arts. 


On February 17th through the 19th, 
The a Redeemer ae of Rochester, 
New York presen ames ec e Ss 
THE CONFESSION, under the direction of 
Wilford Scott. The plot deals with a 
young priest who must watch his innocent 
brother condemned because he cannot be- 
trey the seal of confession and reveal 
the culprit. 


' DESIGN FOR A STAINED 
' supplied us with 4x7 mat which would 


SECRETARY'S COLUMN 


May we introduce our new Editor, 


: Mr. Robert Emerich, who has assumed his 


new appointment with this issue. 

Mr. Emerich is a Fordham graduate and 
taught last year at Loras College. At 
present he is directing at Saint Peter's 


: College, Jersey City and The Carroll 
Club, New York City. At one time he 


edited the school paper for Georgetown 
University. Please continue sendin 


_ your news for the Calendar to the office; 


Mr. Emerich will pick it up there. 


We extend our heartfelt thanks to 
those of you who have responded to our 


| special letters sent out in reference 


to funds. From the “widow's mites" to 
the sustaining memberships they have 
helped immeasurably. We hope that those 
who haven't responded to date will be 
able to do so in some little way - but, 
if not, we will understand. 


Mr. Jack Segasture * producer of 
LASS WINDOW, has 


make a striking program cover. It 

shows Margaret Clitherow with a gallows 
in the background. Across the top of 
the picture it reads: "Blessed Margaret 
Clitherow"; and across the bottom 
"Wife-Mother-Martyr”. 


May we request directors when running 
off copies of manuscript plays to run 
off an extra copy or two for the Service 
Bureau? In this way we can add to our 
stock of manuscript plays. In most 
cases we have but one and it limits 
circulation. And don't forget those 
extra copies of published plays when 
you are through producing then. 


We send an urgent request for copies 
of THE COMEDIAN, especially those long 
overdue. At present we are without 


: even one copy of this script about our 


own Patron Saint. 
We have CITY OF KINGS scripts on 


/ hand now. If you weren't on the long 
' reservation list we had for them for 


months perhaps you would like to borrow 
a reading copy now. This is Father 


_Nagle's play about Blessed Martin. 


-7- 


——h 








PRODUCTION NOTES 





The February Calendar listed 
OH! SUSANNA as a new addition to 
the Service Bureau library. Here 
are some production notes that 
couldn't be included at that time 
due to lack of space. 


2 acts - 1 outdoor setting - 
50 characters or less - some may be 
doubled - or less men and women may 
be used in the group scenes. Prac- 
tical suggestions for cutting down 
the cast and simplifying the pro- 
duction will be found, along with 
costume notes, at the end of the 


play. 


In their opening notes concern- 
ing the play, authors Florence Ryer- 
son and Colin Clements, have this 
to say: "For years we have been 
listening to the wails of the drama 
teachers and Little Theatre directors 
who would like to produce a musical 
comedy but who find the conventional 
musical with its multiple sets, in- 
numerable costume changes and elab- 
orate score too much of an under- 
taking. 


"This version of OH”. SUSANNA has 
been adapted from our professional 
script to meet these problems and 
solve them insofar as it is humanly 
possible. The production is planned 
on the principle of the old-fashioned 
telescope basket -- to hold as much or 
as little as desired. It can be pro- 
duced as written by the school for- 
tunate enough to have a band, an 

rchestra, enough students to fill a 
rather large cast and enough money to 
rent costumes. Or it may be, simply 
and painlessly, pruned down to meet 
the needs of the smaller school or 
theatre with a limited budget and few 
music facilities." 


We have one copy - more will be 


LIBRARY ADDITIONS 


BARBARA'S WEDDING - J. B. Barrie, one 
act play - 4 men, 2 women. Interior. 
Modern costumes. Royalty $10.00. 
Published by Samuel French. 





10th VOL. in ONE ACT PLAYS FOR STAGE 
AND STUDY including 22 contemporary 
one act plays by American authors. 
Preface by Mr. Emmet Lavery. 
Published by Samuel French Co. 


Additional copies of: THE SLEEPING 
PRINCESS, THE YOUNG AND FAIR, THE 
MAGNIFICENT YANKEE, TRAITORS’ GATE, 
THESE GOLDEN DAYS. 


A NOTE OF INTEREST: 


Emmet Lavery's THE MAGNIFICENT 
YANKEE is being filmed with Louis 
Calhern, who played Chief Justice 
Holmes in the stage production, 
repeating the role. Mr. Lavery did 
the screen adaptation of his own 
script. 


Watch the book-shops and racks 
for the "shooting script” of Mr. 
Lavery's film, GUILTY OF TREASON, the 
story of Cardinal Mindszenty. 
Catholic Digest has published it. 
We have received a copy from Mr. 
Lavery and found it most intriguing 
and enlightening to follow the 
camera, familiarizing oneself with 
all the movie technical terms. 


"THE COCKTAIL PARTY" by T. S. 
Eliot, one of Broadway's latest 
hits, has revived interest in his 
MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL and FAMILY 
REUNION. Directors are requesting 
our copies of these scripts. 





Many are requesting THE VELVET 
GLOVE - the play has not been 
published nor is it available for 
production - still running in N. Y. 


added to library if requests warrant it. 
HHHHHHH HHH 


CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY PLAYERS 





The University Players are leaving a | back on all engagements, but additional 
trail of rave revues as they jaunt across requests are coming in constantly. 
country. By the end of the season they 
will have completed eighty-nine success- Tentatively the next touring company 
ful performances. In a sense, the end will take to the hinterland in October, 
of the road will not be a real terminal. 1950 with a possible repertory of three 
Not only has the company been invited plays! Why not get your bid in early? 


‘8 - 











